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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Keweenaw Community Foundation’s Youth Advisory Council Sponsors Family Fun at the Rozsa’s Muppet Christmas Carol Film Screening Pre-Party
Hancock, MI, December 17, 2024 — The Keweenaw Community Foundation’s (KCF) Youth Advisory Council (YAC) brought holiday cheer to the Rozsa Center for the Performing Arts by sponsoring a delightful pre-party for families attending the Muppet Christmas Carol film screening. The event on December 14th allowed local youth and families to come together for an evening of festive fun and community spirit.
YAC members helped fund the event and hosted and managed activity stations to entertain and engage young attendees. These activities included:
· Cookie Decorating: Families enjoyed designing delicious treats to add sweetness to the season.
· Pin the Nose on the Snowman: A fun twist on a classic party game for kids of all ages.
· Letters to Santa: Children had the chance to write their wishes to Santa, spreading the magic of the holidays.
· Jingle Bell Toss: Children had the chance to toss jingle bells into three present boxes to win a prize. 
The pre-party was part of the Rozsa’s Muppet Christmas Carol film screening, a beloved holiday classic. This event was made possible, in part, through a $3,000 grant from KCF’s Kellogg Youth Endowment Fund. The grant supported the Rozsa’s mission to create memorable family events and foster a love for the arts among local youth.
“I loved being a part of the pre-party as it gave me the opportunity to help bring Christmas cheer to our small community. From Christmas cookies to snowflake ornaments, seeing the joy on the kid's faces made the whole night worth it. I appreciate the generosity of the Rozsa Center for allowing us to host this,” said Callie Knuuttila, YAC President.
“I want to give YAC a shoutout for how amazing they were in pulling together plans for the Holiday Nostalgia pre-party and how wonderfully the team led the event! The public was super engaged in the activities, and having a personal touch with friendly students there to help and be a part of creating the experience couldn’t have gone better. YAC members were organized and engaging, making the event much better than it would have been without their support. Thanks a million! The event sponsorship is also greatly appreciated!” said Hannah Rundman Lowney, Guest Services Manager, Rozsa Center for the Performing Arts.
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[bookmark: _2vzpaq437skv]About the Youth Advisory Council (YAC)
The Youth Advisory Council is a youth-driven committee of the Keweenaw Community Foundation, empowering local youth to make a positive impact in Houghton and Keweenaw Counties. YAC provides opportunities for students aged 12-21 to engage in philanthropy, develop leadership skills, and address community needs through grantmaking and volunteer projects.
“Our YAC members are the future leaders of our community,” said Vienna Leonarduzzi, Director of Community Development at KCF. “Through initiatives like this, they gain invaluable experience in planning, collaboration, and making a meaningful difference.”
YAC welcomes youth from diverse backgrounds and schools in the Houghton and Keweenaw counties and provides a platform for shaping the future of their community while achieving personal and professional growth. Local youth interested in joining YAC can learn more by visiting www.keweenawcommunityfoundation.org or contacting Vienna Leonarduzzi at vienna@keweenawgives.org.
About the Keweenaw Community Foundation
The Keweenaw Community Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity. We proudly serve as a permanent charitable resource for Houghton and Keweenaw Counties. Established in 1994, the Foundation collaborates with other organizations on a variety of community-wide initiatives such as accessibility, housing, and childcare; provides grants to local non-profit organizations, schools, and municipalities; awards scholarships to local students; and assists donors with their philanthropic goals to provide support for the community they love. If you have any questions regarding the Foundation, please visit our website, keweenawgives.org or call us at mail@keweenawgives.org or 906-482-9673.
For further information about the Youth Advisory Council or how to get involved, contact Vienna Leonarduzzi at vienna@keweenawgives.org or 906-482-9673.
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